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tew who, half in fear and half in curiosity, looked
at it for a moment from  the  roof of a house or
through a half-opened window, said that they saw
on the face of the victim, not merely no signs
of the pain he was feeling as he was being dragged
on the ground, but also the smile of joy that a
martyr might wear  dying  for his God and his
faith. Mahomed Abbas's life-story ended that day.
The effort the man had made to pull down
the Sultan,  however,  did not  end there.    The
spark that  he had nursed grew for three years
longer and ended in the blaze in which Sreeranga-
patam  fell to  the  English.    In that fight the
Sultan lost his life.    After it the Hindu King was
restored to the throne.    He is ruling now.   It is
not necessary for us to believe all that is stated
about Narasimha.    People here in telling such a
story  never hesitate  to add things from their
imagination. But it is safe to believe that the core
of it is fact and from that we have to gather this
one lesson,    If  Tipu had not shown excessive
preference for his religion and his men had not
converted Mahomed Abbas and other people like
him by force to their religion, it is possible that the
Sultan would have been ruling today.   Tipu did
not realise this then.    His people were in a hurry
and as a result their religion has suffered loss.